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ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5385

AS AMENDED BY THE HOUSE
Passed Legislature - 2006 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session

By Senate Commttee on Natural Resources, Ocean & Recreation
(originally sponsored by Senators Jacobsen, ke, Fraser, Swecker and
Kl i ne)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 25/ 05.

AN ACT Relating to creating an invasive species council; amending
RCW 79A. 25.010; adding new sections to chapter 79A.25 RCW and
provi di ng an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that:

(1) The land, water, and other resources of Wshington are being
severely inpacted by the invasion of an increasing nunber of harnfu
i nvasi ve plant and ani mal species.

(2) These inpacts are resulting in damge to Washington's
envi ronnent and causi ng econom ¢ hardshi ps.

(3) The nultitude of public and private organizations with an
interest in controlling and preventing the spread of harnful invasive
speci es in Washi ngton need a nechani sm for cooperation, comuni cati on,
col | aboration, and devel oping a statew de plan of action to neet these
t hreats.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) There is created the Washi ngton invasive
species council to exist until Decenmber 31, 2011. Staff support to the

p. 1 ESSB 5385. SL
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council shall be provided by the commttee and from the agencies

represented on the council. For adm nistrative purposes, the council
shall be | ocated within the commttee.
(2) The purpose of the council is to provide policy |evel

direction, planning, and coordination for conbating harnful invasive
speci es throughout the state and preventing the introduction of others
that may be potentially harnful

(3) The council is a joint effort between local, tribal, state, and
federal governments, as well as the private sector and nongover nnent al
i nterests. The purpose of the council is to foster cooperation,

communi cation, and coordi nated approaches that support |ocal, state,
and regional initiatives for the prevention and control of invasive
speci es.

(4) For the purposes of this chapter, "invasive species" include
nonnative organi sns that cause econom c or environnmental harm and are
capabl e of spreading to new areas of the state. "I nvasi ve species"
does not include donmestic |ivestock, intentionally planted agronomc
crops, or nonharnful exotic organisns.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) Menbership in the council includes a
representative fromthe followng entities:

(a) The departnent of agriculture, represented by the director or
the director's designee;

(b) The departnent of fish and wldlife, represented by the
director or the director's designee;

(c) The departnent of ecol ogy, represented by the director or the
director's designee;

(d) The departnment of natural resources, represented by the
comm ssioner or the conmm ssioner's designee;

(e) The departnent of transportation, represented by the secretary
or the secretary's designee;

(f) The Washi ngton state noxious weed control board, appointed by
t he board;

(g) A county located east of the crest of the Cascade nountains,
appoi nted by the other nenbers of the council; and

(h) A county l|ocated west of the crest of the Cascade nountains,
appoi nted by the other nenbers of the council.

ESSB 5385. SL p. 2
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(2) The councilnmenbers may add nenbers to the council as the
counci | nrenbers deem appropriate to acconplish its goals.

(3) The council nmust invite one representative each fromthe United
St ates departnent of agriculture, the United States fish and wildlife
service, the United States environnental protection agency, and the
United States coast guard to participate on the council in a nonvoting,
ex officio capacity.

(4) A representative of the office of the governor must convene the

first neeting of the council and serve as chair until the counci
selects a chair. At the first neeting of the council, the council
shall address issues including, but not limted to, voting methods,

nmeeting schedul es, and the need for and use of advisory and technical
committees.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. The council's goals are to:

(1) Mnimze the effects of harnful I nvasive species on
Washi ngton's citizens and ensure the econom ¢ and environnmental well -
bei ng of the state;

(2) Serve as a forum for identifying and understanding invasive
speci es issues fromall perspectives;

(3) Serve as a forumto facilitate the comruni cati on, cooperation,
and coordination of local, tribal, state, federal, private, and
nongovernnental entities for the prevention, control, and managenent of
nonnative invasive species;

(4) Serve as an avenue for public outreach and for raising public
awar eness of invasive species issues;

(5) Develop and inplenent a statew de invasive species strategic
pl an as described in this chapter;

(6) Review the current funding nechanisns and levels for state
agenci es to manage noxi ous weeds on the | ands under their authority;

(7) Make recomrendations for |egislation necessary to carry out the
pur poses of this chapter;

(8) Establish criteria for the prioritization of invasive species
response actions and projects; and

(9) Uilizing the process described in subsection (8) of this
section, select at |east one project per year fromthe strategic plan
for coordinated action by the Washi ngton i nvasive speci es counci |l nenber
entities.

p. 3 ESSB 5385. SL
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NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 5. (1) The council shal | devel op and
periodically update a statewi de strategic plan for addressing invasive

speci es. The strategic plan should incorporate the reports and
activities of the aquatic nuisance species conmttee, the state noxious
weed control board, and other appropriate reports and activities. In

addition, the council nust coordinate with the biodiversity counci
created in Executive Order 04-02 to ensure that a statew de strategy
for the control of invasive species is integrated into the thirty-year
strategy for biodiversity conservation that the biodiversity counci
must submt to the legislature in 2007.

(2) The strategic plan nust, at a m ni num address:

(a) Statew de coordination and intergovernnental cooperation

(b) Prevention of new biological invasions through deliberate or
uni ntentional introduction;

(c) Inventory and nonitoring of invasive species;

(d) Early detection of and rapid response to new i nvasi ons;

(e) Control, managenent, and eradication of established popul ations
of invasive species;

(f) Projects that can be inplenented during the period covered by
the strategic plan for the control, managenent, and eradication of new
or established popul ati ons of invasive species;

(g) Revegetation, reclamation, or restoration of native species
followi ng control or eradication of invasive species;

(h) Tools that can be nmade available to assist state agencies that
are responsible for managing public land to control invasive noxious
weeds and recomendations as to how the agencies should be held
responsi ble for the failure to control invasive noxious weeds;

(i) Research and public education;

(j) Funding and resources available for invasive species
prevention, control, and managenent; and

(k) Recommendations for |egislation necessary to carry out the
pur poses of this chapter.

(3) The strategic plan nust be updated at |east once every three
years followng its initial developnent. The strategic plan nust be
submtted to the governor and appropriate commttees of the |egislature
by Septenber 15th of each applicable year. The council shall conplete
the initial strategic plan within two years of the effective date of
this section.

ESSB 5385. SL p. 4
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(4) Each state departnment and agency named to the council shall
consistent with state I aw, nake best efforts to inplenent elenents of
the conpleted plan that are applicable to the departnent or agency.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. (1) The council shall submt an annual
report of its activities to the governor and the relevant policy
commttees of the senate and house of representatives by Decenber 15th
of each year. The annual report nust include an eval uation of progress
made in the preceding year to inplenment or carry out the strategic plan
and an identification of projects fromthe strategic plan that will be
a focus for the follow ng year.

(2) Prior to the start of the 2011 |l egislative session, the counci
must prepare a report to the appropriate conmttees of the |legislature
t hat makes recommendations as to the extension or nodification of the
counci | .

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. The council may establish advisory and
technical commttees that it considers necessary to aid and advi se the
council in the performance of its functions. The commttees may be
continuing or tenporary conmttees. The council shall determne the
representation, nenbership, terns, and organi zation of the commttees
and appoint their nenbers.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. The invasive species council account is
created in the custody of the state treasurer. Al'l receipts from
appropriations, gifts, grants, and donations nust be deposited into the
account. Expenditures fromthe account nmay be used only to carry out
the purposes of the council. The account is subject to allotnent
procedures under chapter 43.88 RCWand the approval of the director of
the coomittee is required for expenditures. Al expenditures nust be
directed by the council.

Sec. 9. RCW79A 25.010 and 1989 c¢ 237 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

Definitions: As used in this chapter:

(1) "Marine recreation land®" neans any land with or wthout
i nprovenents which (a) provides access to, or in whole or in part
borders on, fresh or salt water suitable for recreational use by
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wat ercraft, or (b) may be used to create, add to, or nake nore usabl e,
bodies of water, waterways, or land, for recreational use by
wat ercraft.

(2) "Public body" neans any county, city, town, port district, park
and recreation district, netropolitan park district, or other nunicipal
corporation which is authorized to acquire or inprove public outdoor
recreation land, and shall also nmean Indian tribes now or hereafter
recogni zed as such by the federal governnent for participation in the
| and and water conservation program

(3) "Tax on marine fuel" neans notor vehicle fuel tax which is (a)
tax on fuel used in, or sold or distributed for use in, any watercraft,
(b) refundable pursuant to chapter 82.36 RCW and (c) paid to the
director of licensing with respect to taxable sales, distributions, or
uses occurring on or after Decenber 3, 1964.

(4) "Watercraft" means any boat, vessel, or other craft used for
navi gati on on or through water.

(5 "Commttee" neans the interagency commttee for outdoor
recreation

(6) "Director"” means the director of the interagency comnmttee for
out door recreation.

(7) "Council" mnmeans the Washington invasive species council created

in section 2 of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 10. Section 8 of this act expires Decenber 31,
2011.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 11. Sections 1 through 8 of this act are each
added to chapter 79A. 25 RCW

Passed by the Senate March 4, 2006.

Passed by the House March 2, 2006.

Approved by the Governor March 20, 2006.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State March 20, 2006.
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